
 

 

Bell, Bruce, 45 year old black CORE attorney shot February 27, 1964 reported that he shot and 
wounded his brother and then killed himself in Baton Rouge, Louisiana? 

Brown, Ruby, age 16, Beatrice Brown, age 13 and Annie Brown, age 12, daughters of Milton 
Brown were drowned in a pit in woods behind their home in Clayton, Louisiana, November, 1968 
(Rumored to have been a lesson by KKK against their father for civil rights statements) 

 

Brumfield, Carrie - Franklinton, La., 1967 
Brumfield was found shot to death in his car on a rural road. He was shot once in the chest with a 
.22-caliber revolver.  

(Brumfield, Eli - McComb, Miss., 1961 
Police officer B.F. Elmore alleged self-defense after shooting Brumfield. Police claimed Brumfield 
jumped from his car with a pocket knife after police pulled him over for speeding. Related cases?) 

Edwards, Joseph: disappeared from the Shamrock Motel where he worked as a porter in Vidalia, 
Louisiana (across from Natchez, Mississippi) July 17, 1964; his auto was found near Ferriday, 
Louisiana one week later (blood in car, noose on driver’s wheel?)  

 

 Henry, Izell - Greensburg, La., 1954 
Izell was brutally beaten a day after voting. He suffered permanent brain damage and died five 
years later.  

Keith, Raymond, disappeared from area near Clayton, Louisiana (others heard KKK members 
talking about him not as a runaway.) 

Mayes, Minerva: disappeared May 25, 1964 from Clayton, Louisiana (62 year old black woman) 
half her body found floating in Black River 28 miles south of Jonesboro, La on May 29, 1964.  
Coroner suggested it was a suicide; no official report; community denies suicide story 

Moore, ONeal, Bogalusa, Louisiana (June 2, 1965) (Martyr’s List)  He was one of two black 
deputies hired by white officials in an attempt to appease civil rights demands.  Moore and his 
partner, Creed Rogers, were on patrol when they were blasted by gunfire from a passing car.  
Moore was killed and Rogers was wounded. 

Morris, Frank - Ferriday, La., 1964 
Morris, who owned a shoe store, was killed when a gas stove exploded during an arson. Morris, who 
lived in a room adjoining the store, was ordered to return to his room by the men who started the 
fire. An extensive Justice Department investigation was conducted, but the outcome is unclear. 

McPharland, Ernest - Monroe, La., 1960 
A white employer was arrested and then released in the shooting of five of his employees, four of 
whom died. The victims were accused of making threats. The employer was never charged. 

 

Scott Jr., Marshall - New Orleans, La., 1965 
Scott was put into solitary confinement in a New Orleans jail. He died without receiving any medical 
attention. There were no arrests in the case. 



Triggs, Clarence, Bogalusa, Louisiana (July 30, 1966) (Martyr’s List) He was a bricklayer 
who had attended a civil rights meeting sponsored by the Congress of Racial Equality.  He was 
found dead on a roadside, shot through the head. 

Washington, Leon: body found in Tensas Parish, disappeared from Clayton, Louisiana; he was 
found face down, shot in the back with a high powered pistol (believed to have been killed or 
kidnapped in Clayton and taken to Tensas Parish. 

Wilder, John Wesley - Ruston, La., 1965 
A white policeman was accused of Wilder's death, and a coroner's jury ruled the slaying was 
justifiable homicide. 

 

 

 


