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REPORT FROM INDI~AOLA, MISS.

INDIANOLA, Miss. — Singe the
¥ast week of July 1964, the one-

story brick bullding on Jefferson -

Street in Indianola had served as
the center of eivil-rights activity
in this Mississippi deltz town of
TAN (5% per cent Negrel, The
building was used for mass mesi-
ings, freedom school classes, var-
fows committes meelings. Hborary
and community center activities,
More than anvthing, the building
served 25 A symbol of freedom
for the commuriiy,

There had been an MNAACPE
chapter here in 1933, but §it col-
lapeed after FHerbert Lee was
killed in Beleoni, some 30 wmiles
away, Thizs NAACT chapter was
ihe only bit of civil rights for
Indianola Megroes unti

[Council of Fad 23-
HoneT FE T T T e e o

mer of "64 and leased the build-
ing. .
Typical Harassment

Alter the bullding was leased
tp COFD, the cily of Indianola
started to  apply their typieal
methods of harassment towards
civil-rights activity. The city in-
spector came out and told COFO
workers they would have ta have
the building rewired for “safety
purposes.” The wiring was better
than that in the county jeil, Nev-
ertheless, we were foreed to have
& $200 wiring job done, A depesit
of §50 was required for the elee-
tricity,  although the normal
charge iz §15 A deposii of 375
was charged for the phone and
$100 for gas. The firzt crganized
activily in the Freedom Schonl,
ag the bullding was named, was
the program of the Mississippl
Summer  Projeet.  Ciwvil-rights
workers, mogtly from the Nerth,
conducted freedom school classes
in MNegro history, American his-
fory, reactng and writing, art ats.
Voter rvegistration and literacy
classes  were held for  adults,
usually at night. Weekly mass
meelings were held on Thursday
nights. The Freedom Democratic
Parly held meetings in the build-
ing also,

First Violence

The fivet act of violence came
Jusf twao days prior to the “free—
dom  vole” that was held last
Oet. 20-Nov, 1, A fire was dis-

By John Harris,

covered at the building around
130 am, by COFO workers who
came to get a first-nid kit for &
youth who was injured when a
bomb was tosred in the freedom
house in Sunflower, just 30 min-
utes earlier. .

Because of the early discovery,
the fire was limited to the front
section of fhe building It did,
however, damage the wiring, Be-
cause it iz hard to get a leensed
plumber or elecirician to do work
for anrihing conneeted with eivil
rights and because the city inspec-
tors stalled on every point, the
building could not be used for six
weels,  Outside meefings  were
held when weather permitted, The
first outside meeting was breken
up by cops.

 Bore activity on the part of
the movement usually spurs Rets
of violence by the racisiz In Feb-
rugry and March the white folks
must have become very upsel over
what they wers seeing, First of
all, there was: a demonsiration
aboul voling rigais st the court-
house on Jan. 4. Four hundred
people participated, There were
fe arrests, se many white by-
standers were pretly upsct.

In Joanuary and February the
Megro communily was mobilized
arsund the right te use the public
library, Afler about 50 Negroes
had gone to the “all-white” li-
brary, the clly council decided to
open & “Negro” library., Picketing
continued at the “white" library
through February, and & boveott
of fhe “Negro'' Jbrary was one
hundred per cent effective,

The library was finally desegre=
gated during the last week of Feb.
ruary, This was 3 great blow to
the while segregationists in town
who vewed that integration would
never come to Indisnols, They
knew that the Freedom School
was to blame for all the “free-
dom” trouble. So get rid of the
school and wyou get rid of the
trouble.

At about 2:36 am. on Mareh 5.
a fire wag started at the Indianola
Freedom School. -1t was not unti]
3 am. when neighbors woke
COFO workers that the fire was
reporied. AL that time it was al-
most too late to save the building
— top late, that iz if one is de-

= p s o R

COFQO Project Director

HETaLL G e ChgETiesg of  the
Indianola fire department, With
twa hoses they started spraving
water around the fire after being
i the scenc for 18 minutes. In
the light from the fire, one could
seg tears in meny of the peuple's
cres They wore seeing something
whith meant sn wuch being de-
stroved sa easily.

Rebuild Scheol

The immediate reaction from
people  in the community and
COFO workers was that the build-
g should be rebuilt ag soon as
possible. A bullding  commities
was formed two days Iater. T
made plans bo rebuild the Free-
dom School on the same property,
with additions. The meeting room
will he larger. There will be a
recreattonn room, an FDP office
and & kitchen,

The building will be constructed
with brick and roncrete and fire-
proof materials, Al labor will
eome from volunieers in the com-
munity, Estimates for the mater-
idls vary betwesn $4,000 and $7.-
400, Plans have been laid and the
community is ready to stari.

Several offers of help have
came (rom the North, Groups and
individuals are working on money
for building supplies and mater-
fals for the office. Some books
have been offered and some have
already been delivered. Good pa-
perbacks dre needed, [If you want
lo help, send contributions to PO,
Box 30, Indiancla, Miss.]

In an ordinary siluation, the
building should be completed in
four weeks, But the sttuation here
is not “ordinary.” We expect all
kinds of harassment from the eity,
An editorial in the local paper
stated that “the city should not
five the COFO workers & permit
to rebuild the recently burned
headguarters. Thiz property has
been a source of trouble for a
number of monthe and iC iz high
time an emrnest effort be made to

‘elop this forl of troublemaking™

While thiz article generally re-
flects the opinion of most white
peaple in Indianola. the Negroes
of Indignola have guite a differ-
ent altitude. Then attitude has
been expressed by the larvge and
sincere numbers at the mass meet-
ings. the excited eyes in the Froe-
dom  School  classes. And  the
stromg  leg: and wvolces on the
picket lines cannot be mistaken.
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I(""‘-&,
REPORT FROM INDI~AOLA, MISS.

INDIANOLA, Miss. — Since the
bast week of July 1964, the one-

story brick bullding on Jefferson -

Street in Indiancls had served as
the center of civil-rights activity
in thiz Missisippi deltr town of

TAML (5% per cent Negre), The

building was used for mass mesi-
ings, freedom school classes, var-
fows committes meelings. Horary
and community center activities,
More than snvthing, the building
served B5 A symbol of freedom
for the commurify,

There had been an NAACP
chapter here in 1933, but it col-
lapeed after Herbert Lee was
killed in Beleoni, some 30 wmiles
away, Thizs NAACT chapter was
ihe only bit of eivil rights ior
Indiancla MNegroes unti

[Council of Fed Zat-
Py oy

mer of "84 amd leased the build-
g, .
Typical Harsssment

Alter the bullding was leased
to COFD, the cily of Indianola
started to  apply their typieal
methods of harassment towards
civil-rights activity. The ecity in-
spector came out and told COFQ
workers they would have to have
the building rewired for “safety
purposes.” The wiring was betier
than that in the county jail, Nev-
ertheless, we were forced to have
& $200 wiring job done, A deposit
of §50 was required for the elee-
tricity,  although the normal
charge iz §15 A deposii of 875
waz charged for the phone and
$100 for gas. The firzi organized
activily in the Freedom School,
az the building was named, was
the program of the Mississippi
Summer  Projeet.  Civil-rights
workers, mogily from the Nerth,
conducted freedom schoeol classes
in Megro history, American his-
fory, reattng and writing, art eto.
Voter rvegistration and literacy
classes  waere held for  adults,
usally 2t night. Weekly mass
meelings were held on Thursday
nights. The Freedom Democratic
Parly held meelings in the build-
ing alse,

First Violence

The fivet act of violence came
Just twe days prior to the “free—
dom vole” that was held last
Oet. 20-Mow, 1, A fire was dis-

By John Harris,

covered at the building around
1130 am, by COFO workers who
came to get a first-nid kit for 2
youth who was Injured when a
bomb was tossed in the freedom
house in Sunflower, just 30 min-
utes earlier. e

Because of the earfy discovery,
the fire was limited to the front
section of the building, It did,
however, damage the wiring, Be-
cause it iz hard to get & leensed
plumber or electrician 1o do work
for anvthing conneeted with eivil
rights and because the city inspec-
tors stalled om every point, the
building could not be used for six
weelks, Outside meefings  were
held when weather permitted, The
first outside meeting was broken
up by cops.

 Some activity on the part of
the movemnent usually spurs sets
of violence by the racistz, In Feb-
rugry and March the white folks
must have become very upsel over
what they were seeing, First of
all, there was a demonsiration
aboul voling rigais st the court-
hewse on Jan. 4. Four hundred
people participated, There were
e #rrests, s many white by-
standers were prefly upset.

In Jonuwary and February the
Negre communily was mobilized
arsund the right to use the public
library, After about 50 Negroes
had gone 1o the “all-white” li-
brary, ihe cliy council decided to
open a “Negro™ library, Picketing
continued at the “white” library
through February, and a boyeoti
of ihe “Negro' lbrary was one
hundred per cent effective,

The library was finally desegre=
gated during the last week of Feb.
ruary, This was 8 great blow to
the while segregaiionists in town
who vewed thai integration would
neéver come to Indisnols, They
knew that the Freedom School
was to blame for all the *“free-
dom"” trouble. S0 get rid of the
school and wou get rid of the
trouble.

At about 2:30 am. on March 3.
a fire wag started at the Indiamola
Freedom School-It was not until
3 am. when neighbors woke
COFO workers that the fire was
reported. At that time it was al-
most foo late to save the building
— top late, that is if one is de-

=1 o o R

COFQO Project Director

HETL .. W A wlle GLEETLEsE Of Lhe
Indlanola fire department, With
twa hnses they started spraving
water around the fire after being
#i the scenc for 1% minutes. In
the light from the fire, ohe could
se¢ tears in meny of the peuples
cres They wore seeing something
which meant so wuch being de-
stroyed =a easily.

Rebuild Scheol

The immediate reaction from
people  in fhe community and
COFQ workers was that the build-
tng should be rebuilt s soon as
possible. A bullding  committes
was formed twe days Inter. It
made plans bo rebuild the Free-
dom School on the same property,
with additions. The meeting room
will be larger. There will be a
recreattons room, an FDP aoffice
and & kitchen,

The building will be constructed
with brick and concrete and fire-
proof materials. Al lebor  will
eome from volunieers in the com-
munity, Estimates for the mater-
ials vary between $4,000 and $7.-
00, Plans have been laid and the
community is ready to star.

Several offers of help have
camea from the North, Groups and
individuals are working on money
for building supplies and mater-
fals for the office. Some books
have been offered and some have
atready been delivered. Good pa-
perbacks are needed, [I{ you want
ie help, send contributions to PO,
Box 30, Indianola, Miss.]

In an ordinary situation, the
building should be completed in
four weeks, But the sttuation here
is not “ordinary.” We expect all
kinds of harassment from the city,
An editorial in the local paper
stated that “the city sheould not
#ive the COFO workers & permit
fo rebuwild the recemtly burned
headgusrters. Thiz property has
been a source of trouble for a
number of months and i iz high
time an earnest effort be made tn

‘slop this sorl of troublemaking '

While this article generally re-
flects the opinion of most white
penple in Indianolz- the Nagroes
of Indianola have guite a differ-
enl altitude. Their attitude has
been expressed by the large and
sincere numbers gt the mess meet-
ings. the excited eyes in the Froe-
dom  Scheol  classes.  And  the
stromg  lege: and volces on  the
picket lines cannot be mistaken.
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The Peacema

Jailed for Opposing

Padcelhna Drul"t
% b '--.1 igmiz
. "'. m\!iﬂ‘ 1 l—lII-'
".I"ulm IE _ January 2, I?&E i"’J Number | P m ---.--- oy ]
‘w g Gﬂ? GRS c_lv’ m..'
! - .|.._.--_., ta Fwa hi'J'dﬂ:E
Ross leshes Six-Month Sentence; Jarcs Nocl o\ Oct 3 Gee.a for
sity of Texag, said bhe would be
Wants to Spend 18 Months with COFO iy o Texis fuid b woud be
John Ross, who was sentenced to six  plete re&hh-lbmim of the political Delieves the peaceyime draft is an in-
monthis on July 30, 1964, for violating and economic, power in that state. vasion of personal Nghts.
the draft law, whs released from the ﬂmmﬁﬂﬂﬂ?ﬂ@mdm . When Judge Npel\gave him an op-
federal prison, Terminal land, Calif., age in pi, but only 25,000, portunity in coykt td say he would
on Dec. 23, somewhat in advance of the less than 5%, 8re allowed o vote, 10 orve o fwoyes h 2 & draftee
expected reledse date. He said, after Tate County, - for example, there are rother than & § prisoady, he replied:
release: “[ wias glven seven exira days no registered volers among 4300 Ne- oy 't trof 2 m_
toward early release and sent packing groes of voting age. In Jefferson Coun- SEEELS E
st the earliest possible convenience ty, where Negroes comprise 76% of We xears ouisgle prison. By soled has
with the comment that I never had the population, not one is registered to 1O value withgut self respey
:;:r&mdtn:;hn lll;:.aprism&rt; wioke, .:..... mdf;nd )\, May for
m Im dm“m d ot .uu CE T Preiing L
fellow prisoners while o Terminal 1  Miscioriis Frosaon, Progens e Com, xaghinations in Jankary, and
land, regarding the role the United o] of Federated Ovganizations (COFOQ) for failure th report for inddetion in
States is in_Vietnam, in the estshlished 45 “Freedom Schools” in February.
Dec. 12 issue of The Peacemaker 30 different communities across the Nig ordered Geéyto the
Ross, who is married and has a8 giate. Some 5000 pupils, ranging in age S 1df(Blo.) Federal Medies] Cen-
ter, was apprehended on April from three years old to seventy, at- ter for a [mental 0
2, 1964, efter an indictment had béen tended thege schools where u
refurned against him in New York from Negro history to- trigonometry wpe quite sane. On Oet) 28,
District Court for violalion s taught. One way to consolidate J'wiﬂ&“
of the Selective Service Taw. He had plack voting power in Mississippl is the four months alreddy
originaily refused to contest the case through the Freedom Project's educa mwdf Appearing in court with Clee
by entering a plea of Nolo Contendere, ijonal campaign. were his fnother and father, the latter
a plea which the court interpreted 88 8  ; vone been found aceeptablo. for Assistant gostmaster in Texag City and,
‘“’%EMJ 26 William T. Swi- participation in COFQ's continuing a school Board member.
gart, federal fum‘hSmMEEu, Mississippi Freedom Project. What  He said that he feels the drafi to be
Eave

COFQ is doing in Mississippl is in the a pact of the trend toward big govern-
mmumupmmwwwg National Interest. mmtmm-mmmb:fmm-
classification as a conscientious It is in the National Interest for the ment is a dangerous trend.”
jector. Bail was at first set at $25,000, 1.0 " bopnte of Mississippi to obtain
but was reduced after friends demon- 4. 4o celves an equitable share of

strabed outside the Hall of Justice on o 0" o onomic power in Dmﬁﬂ Refuse
their own communities, in their own :
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Finishes Sentence;
Wants to Join COFO
(Continued from page 1)

slithough it concedes that it technically
could grant such assignment and that

my position, the relevancy of COFQs
work in Mississippt to the National
establishment of the legal precedent
for this relevancy. Your statement
would be most valuable in helping me
win a favorable decision,

Page 2

We can

earth. I believe
peace until all me

John Ross, a writer, was living
(since 1958) as an “exile” In a
Indian community at
mountain called Tanihuats

5
i

day.
Your honour, I am of a generation
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I am
But,
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